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DEPARTMENT FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT - SUDDEN INFANT DEATH SYNDROME 

662. Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for 
Community Development: 

Given that in 2003-04, 15 children aged zero to one year who were known to DCD died from sudden infant 
death syndrome and co-sleeping, and given that in 2004-05, 25 children aged zero to one year who were known 
to DCD died of SIDS and co-sleeping -  

(1) Is the minister aware that the Sids and Kids web site states that certain social factors, such as infants 
being born to parents of a low socioeconomic status, increase the risk of SIDS?   

(2) Is the minister aware that the Sids and Kids web site also states that research shows that 90 per cent of 
SIDS deaths are associated with preventable risk factors?   

(3) Does the minister know how the SIDS mortality rate in children known to DCD compares with the 
SIDS morality rate in the general community in Western Australia?   

(4) If no to (3), why not? 

(5) If yes to (3), what was the number of SIDS deaths in children known to DCD in 2003-04 and 2004-05 
compared with the number of SIDS deaths in the wider community in 2003-04 and 2004-05?  

Hon KATE DOUST replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question.  The Minister for Community Development has provided 
the following response -  

(1)-(5) The minister was not aware of the web site, but thanks the member for bringing it to his attention.  The 
minister cannot comment on causes of death.  The coroner is responsible for determining causes of 
death, not the Department for Community Development.  The Department for Community 
Development receives only preliminary information about the circumstances in which a child has died. 

The preliminary information that the department receives from the coroner’s office on the number of 
SIDS deaths was mentioned in question without notice 604.  Information about the wider community 
should be accessed from the coroner’s office through the Minister for Health. 

 


